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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/10/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 20-21, 23 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Morgan ('674). 

Regarding claim 20, Morgan ('674) discloses a data communication apparatus 
(local area print server, See Figure 1, Element 10) that includes a connector 
(communication link, such as a bus, See Figure 1, Element 14) arranged to connect to 
a host computer (allows to connect to components over the network, See Col. 6, Line 
8-11, such as printing clients, See Col. 6, Line 17-20), a receiver (server job controller, 
See Figure 1, Element 40) arranged to receive a command from a host computer 
through the connector (receives printing requests from the clients, See Col. 9, Line 40- 
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43, or status inquires, See Col. 7, Line 32-34), an analysis unit (embodied within the 
print server) arranged to analyze the command received by the receiver (identifies the 
printing request that should be serviced, See Col. 7, Line 7-8), a transmitter (embodied 
within the print server) arranged to transmit to the host computer a response in 
accordance with the analysis result (informs the printing client with a response 
regarding the analysis, See Col. 7, Line 13-15; Col. 7, Line 32-37), a monitoring unit 
(embodied within the print server) arranged to monitor whether a status of the data 
communication apparatus has been changed (monitors statuses within as well as 
outside the server, See Col. 7, Line 30-31, such as a status change from one of the 
printers, See Col. 14, Line 14-18), a controller (embodied within the print server) 
arranged to add information unrelated to the command analyzed by the analysis unit to 
the response transmitted to the host computer (if the command is related to if a printing 
request is accepted, information is added to inform the user to send the printing data 
and instructions, See Col. 7, Line 12-19), and a managing unit (embodied within the 
print server) that manages whether the status information indicating the status of the 
data communication apparatus has been transmitted to the host computer by the 
transmitted after the status, as monitored by the monitoring unit, has been changed (the 
server job controller is informed by the status collector of a change in the status of the 
printing system that is of interest to the printing client, and reports the status it, See Col. 
13, Line 17-24), such that in response to the command not being a command 
requesting a status of the data communication apparatus (rather a printing request), the 
controller adds the information related to a status of the data communication apparatus 
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to a response corresponding to the command in order to prompt the host computer to 
issue an additional command for discriminating the status in the case where the status 
of the data communication apparatus has been changed (once the status has changed 
such that the printing request has been accepted, the user sends an additional 
command that includes the printing data and instructions, See Col. 7, Line 13-19), while 
the controller does not add the information in a case where the status of the data 
communication apparatus has not been changed (the user is not sent a response until 
the print server identifies the printing request so the user is informed of the status 
changed to be accepted, See Col. 7, Line 6-13), and in response to the command 
being a command requesting a status of the data communication apparatus, the 
controller does not add the information to the response (the user only requests a status 
inquiry, thus, once it is received, an additional command is not needed, See Col. 7, 
Line 30-37), and the controller causes the transmitter to transmit, in response to the 
additional command from the host computer (See Col. 7, Line 13-19), such status 
information, that, as managed by the managing unit, has not been transmitted (the print 
client is notified to changes in the printing system, either that the printer went off-line 
while servicing a print request or that the printing request of the client has been 
completely serviced and processed, See Col. 16, Line 58-Col. 17, Line 6). 

Regarding claim 21 , Morgan ('674) discloses that the added information is 
information indicating that a change in status of the data communication apparatus has 
occurred (the print server has accepted the printing request so that the user is able to 
send the additional data to the print sever, See Col. 7, Line 13-19). 
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Regarding claim 23, Morgan ('674) discloses a storage unit (embodied within the 
print server) arranged to store status information indicating a status of the data 
communication apparatus (the status collector monitors and keeps a record of 
conditions within and around the print server, See Col. 14, Line 7-13), such that the 
transmitter transmits the status information stored in the storage unit whenever the 
receiver receives a command requesting the status of the data communication 
apparatus (transmits the status information through the system manager, See Col. 9, 
Line 66-Col. 10, Line 2, using the status collector, See Col. 10, Line 12-19). 

Regarding claims 25-26, the rationale provided in the rejection of claim 20 in 
incorporated herein. In addition, the apparatus of claim 20 corresponds to the method 
of claim 25 and the computer-readable storage medium (See Col. 10, Line 62-63) of 
claim 26 and provides the steps disclosed herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morgan 
('674) in view of Sato ('405). 

Regarding claim 24, Morgan ('674) discloses a printer (See Figure 1, Element 
16a and 16b), such that the storage unit stores information indicating the status of it 
(See Col. 14, Line 10-13). 
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Morgan ('674) does not disclose a reader as well as a facsimile communication 
unit, which a storage unit is used to store information indicating the status of it. 

Sato ('405) discloses a facsimile unit (See Figure 1) that includes a reader 
(scanner unit, See Figure 1, Element 8) for monitoring and storing in a memory (See 
Col. 7, Line 65-66) the status within the facsimile machine (See Figure 4; See Col. 9, 
Line 4-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention by the applicant to include a reader, such as the one within facsimile 
communication unit as disclosed by Sato ('405), and incorporate it into the apparatus of 
Morgan ('674) because it allows the user to not just know the status of a printer, but also 
a scanner and fax, which can be used to copy and send print data as well as increase 
the speed of communication rather than having the user go directly to the device to see 
if it completed the requested operation. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues that the prior art does not disclose managing whether status 
information that indicates the status of the data communication apparatus has been 
transmitted after the status has been changed, as monitored, and as a result, causes 
transmission, in response to the additional command, of the status information that, as 
managed, has not been transmitted. Morgan discloses, as detailed within rejection 
above, that the server job controller is informed by the status collector (within the print 
server, See Figure 1, Element 10) of a change in status of the printing system and 
transmit this status to the printing client since it would be of interest to notify it (See Col. 
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13, Line 17-24), such that the transmission takes places after the user submits an 
additional command (See Col. 7, Line 13-19) and is caused by either the printer going 
off-line while servicing a print request or that the printing request of the client has been 
completely serviced and processed (See Col. 16, Line 58-Col. 17, Line 6). Thus, the 
prior art of Morgan is able to meet the limitations of the amended claims. 
Based on these facts, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent Rudolph whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8243. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 A.M. - 4:30 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Vincent Rudolph 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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